
Earliest memory?
I think my earliest memory 
was from when I was 
about five-years-old, 
and for a birthday 
party my grand-
parents hired a 
bouncy castle. 

Favourite 
band/artist?
I like a bunch of 

music, but just now I’m listen-
ing to a lot of Josh Garrels, an 
American singer-songwriter 
whose music is kind of about 
Christian themes, but not in a 
very explicit way. 

Biggest inspiration?
Growing up, it was probably 
Bishop McGill, who was my 
great-great uncle. Since then, 
different people have inspired me 
in different ways. For example, 
poor kids in inner city Detroit 
who I worked with were able to 
smile in difficult circumstances.

Favourite Italian food?
I really like Saltimbocca Alla Ro-
mana, which is veal topped with 
prosciutto and sage in a wine 
sauce. It’s a standard main course 
at the college for big meals or 
feasts.

Top tipple?
You can’t beat a nice gin 
and tonic for the heat in 
Rome, but I enjoy a wee 
dram in the evening too!

Last text you sent?
Erm… to my little brother 
asking him if he wanted 
to come to the pub.

Favourite saint? 
St Joseph of Cuper-
tino. Not only is 
he my namesake, 
but as the Patron 

Saint of Exami-
nations he has had a 
big hand in my degree 
and passing all my 

first year 
exams in 
semi-
nary.

How do you relax? 
I love to sit and watch a film or 
TV show in the TV room in the 
college with some of the guys. 
We have a projector and decent 
sound system, and its always a 
relaxed environment.

What’s your screensaver?

It’s picture of a koala bear in a 
suit with the caption, ‘I have all 
the necessary koalafications.’ 

Favourite word? 
I like scottish slang, especially 
now that I live in Rome most of 

the year and ‘brammer’ is 
probably my favourite.

Favourite place in 
Rome? 
This is rubbish and a 
bit predictable I know, 
but you cant beat St 
Peter’s. Excluding that, 
probably a wee church 
called Sant’Andrea delle 
Fratte. It was the Scottish 
national church in Rome 
during the middle ages, 
but more recently the 
titular church of Cardinal 

Winning. 

Early bird or night owl? 
I am definitely a night owl, but 
the seminary is turning me, 
slowly but surely, into an early 
bird.

 

Best holiday? 
Probably the best holiday I’ve 
had was with my family a couple 
of years ago in Portugal, it was 
just chilling out in the sun and 
eating nice food. 

Tell us something about you 
we don’t know... 
I am quite accident-prone and 
I’ve been knocked down twice. 
Once was when I was quite 
wee and walked out in front of 
a lorry while it was stationary 
and it didn’t see me and kind of 
bumped me over, the second time 
was quite bad and I was in hos-
pital for a couple of weeks and 
couldn’t walk for six months.
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Seminarian Joe 
McGill, 22, is in 
his second year at 
the Scots College 
in Rome. He is 
from Clarkston and 
attended St Joseph’s 
Parish in the town. 
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One of the 
most lauded 
books on 
Christian 
devotion and 
a masterpiece 
of spirituality. 
The German 
cleric writes 
simply and 
beautifully on 
living a Christ-
centred life.

“This book has 
only one pur-
pose,” writes 
the author in 
the book’s 
preface, “to 
suggest some 
ways of detect-
ing the hidden 
treasure in 
what you may 
consider a 
most unlikely 
field, yourself.”GE
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D The diary of Polish 
nun Faustina 
Kowalska in which 
she details her 
extraordinary 
closeness to Jesus 
who instructed 
her to commission 
the painting of 
the Divine Mercy 
image, now 
venerated in 
Catholic churches 
worldwide.

The Ball and the Cross 
by G.K. Chesterton. It’s 
about the two Scots, a 
Catholic and an atheist, 
and conversations 
between them.

What are you reading? 

l See panel below for reading 
suggestions.

DIVINE MERCY IN MY 
SOUL - F. Kowalska

THE IMITATION OF 
CHRIST- T. A. Kempis

GOD OF SURPRISES 
- G. W. Hughes

The Bible will always be the most important book for Christians. Supplement your reading of scripture with these suggestions...
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